144                                    AUSTRALIA

as extremely difficult for permanent agriculture except in

limited areas

The second aspect composition bears to some extent on
settlement The people of Australia have decided that the
mixture of different races religions and cultures presents
problems that are better avoided and permanent immi
gration is therefore limited to white races Excluding the
aboriginals 99 per cent of the population belongs to the
white race while over 90 per cent is of British descent

CHAPTER XVI
ECONOMIC SURVEY OF THE NORTH
AND EAST
AS settlement proceeded in Australia the continent was
JL\ divided into colonies (since called States) b? oureh
arbitrary lines that in no way coincide with the boundaries
of the natural regions Such artificial divisions now hindei
any attempt to get an accurate view of the facts of primary
and secondary industry For our purpose therefore the
boundaries between the States will be disregarded The great
natural regions into which Australia falls have been dis
cussed and the remainder of our study will be an extension
along the lines already laid down We may conveniently
distinguish the following areas (1) North and Central
Australia (2) the Great Artesian Basin (3) Coastal
Queensland (4) the Northern Rivers Darling Downs
Region (5) the South east (6) Tasmania (7) the Mur
ray Darling Basin (8) the South Australian Highlands and
Rift Valley (9) the West and South west